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Purpose

Share experiences
Share some findings
Relevance to TOIC

Support BC Strategy regarding CWPP and
fuels treatments

Emphasize importance of TOIC

Thompson Okanagan Interface Committee

WORKING TOWARDS A FIRE SMART COMMUNITY




Greece 2007

34 fatalities (including 3 firefighters)
«3000+ fires

270,000 hectares burned

*$4.1 billion cost

1000 firefighters, 1000 soldiers
«1000+ homes, 1100 other buildings
*61 arrests for arson

British Columbia 2003

3 fatalities (all aircrew)
2,465 fires

266, 000 hectares burned
$375 million cost

7,500 firefighters

343 homes, 1 sawmill

No arrests




The BCFS became involved via linkages with Simon
Fraser University and the Stavros Niarchos
Foundation




Stavros Niarchos Foundation — Mission
Statement

International organization that supports:

— Arts and culture

— Education

— Health and medicine
— Social welfare

Grants to non-profit organizations world-wide
Supports programs in Greece

Grant total commitment of:

— $318,954,105 USD
— 1,514 grants in 84 nations




Preliminary Recommendations

Community Protection

Central Command and Control

Command Structure

Training

Fire Weather

Fire Warden Program

Increase Non-Suppressant Chemical Utilization
Agency Cooperation for Land Management Planning
Rehabilitation

Post-Fire Information and Analysis

Mapping

Access Management Planning

Effectiveness Monitoring (Operational Activities)
Genetic Resource Conservation

Public Education

Establish National “Fire Cause” Statistical Database
Analyse Fire Detection System




Related
Observations

Global phenomenon

All fire control agencies are dealing with similar issues
Community protection has to be priority

Fuels and topography

Our messages have relevance elsewhere




Perspective

e 131,940 km? (size of Canada’s maritime provinces)
 population of 10,976,000 (population of BC, AB, SK
and MB combined)




Urban Interface Issues
(Athens)




Rural Interface Issues




Field Observations




Fire Behaviour




A grandmother
and her 2
grandchildren

21 community
members and 3
firefighters




Livestock and Pets




Communities Lost




Homes, Businesses
and Places of
Worship Lost




Individual Structures Lost




Loss of Livelihood (Olive Grove)




Water Bomber Action




Helicopter Action




Ground Crews




Individual Efforts




Austria
Croatia
Cyprus
Denmark
France
Hungary
Italy
Netherlands
Portugal
Russia
Slovenia
Sweden
Turkey

Global Support

Canada Offered
Croatia

Czech Republic
Finland
Germany

|srael
Macedonia
Norway
Romania
Serbia

Spain
Switzerland




Impacts




Impacts — Reviews, Losses, Media




Recovery from Human Loss




Recovery — Interim Housing




Recovery - Livelihood




Fire Rehabilitation




Rehab Underway




Fire Rehabilitation




Tribute to the
Hellenic Fire
Brigade




The Final Presentation




How Does This Link to The Importance of TOIC?

sEducation of general public

sEducation of community managers

*Education of land managers

*Education of responding agencies
*Cross-training of agencies

*Developing relationships

Know Your Partners

Awareness of Technologies (credit to displays)
*Development of Fire Safe — Inside and Out
*Bringing ICS Into BC







